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RADON Outreach and Engagement 2016 -17 Highlights

A Stats Can 2015 results indicate awareness and

TAKE ACTION ON RADON
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to protect against
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Recent research found that ONLY
29% OF CANADIANS
with high RADON in their home
ftook action to REDUCE it
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testing are increasing

A 55% awareness and 6% testing across Canada

A NB & PEI highest awareness level at 70%, NB & NS
highest testing level 10-11%

A NF, SK and AB 15-20% increase awareness
A QC had the lowest level of awareness - < 50%

A Developed a new Radon
Infographic focused on
ACTIONS to reduce radon
exposure i highlights the
results of the Mitigation
Action Follow-up Survey

CREA Blog - November is
#RadonActionMonth: 4 things
you should know

Environment Fact Sheets

by Environment, Energy and Transportation Statistics Division

Radon is a naturally-oceurring eolourless, odourless, Figure 1
tasteless gas that is radioactive.

Ie seeurs naturally througheue Canada, however thare Prevalence
are sorme regions where it is more prevalent, such = Radon in Canada
Manitoba, Satkarchewan, New Brunswick and parts of s emaming

British Colurnbia and Quebec.
‘When present, radon t=nds to accumulase in enclosed o o 12

spaces such as homes and buildings. Cverall, Health y
Canada estirmates that approximately 7% of homes e
have high levels of radon.'

Radon is the second-lesding cause of lung cancer, after
srmoking, sccounting for |6% of lung cancer deaths, or
3,200 deaths in Canada, annually?

Mwareness of radon
Irn 2015, the H lds and the Envi Survey
found that 55% of all Canadian households indicated
that they had heard of radon, up from 45% in 2013,
Households in Prince Edward lsland (709%), New
Brunswick (70%6) and Saskatchewan (68%) were most
likely to have heard of it, while those in Quebec (49%)
and Mewfoundland and Labrader (509) were the least t ki )
likely. available that monitor the air for the presence of radon
in the home. Depending on the type of kit. monitoring

e,
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Testing for rador
ﬂueonhrwa to knuwwheharadmnprmmm

Of thase who had heard of radon, 599 were able to
correctly identify what it was when presented with 2
st of possible descriptions, which is an increase from
53% in 201 3. Households in Nova Scotia (63%), Mew
Brunswick (£7%6) and Quel bec (B796) were the most
likely to have correctly identified i

takes place several days or weeks before it is sent to a
laboratory to analyze the resules.

In 2015, 57% of households that did net live in
apartments had beard of raden, up from 48% in 2013,
Of these, 6% reported that they had tested their
dwelling for the presence of radon, compared s 5% in
2013. Most households that had tested their dwelling
(85%) had done so within the previous ten years.

Households in Alberta (369) and British Columbia
{38%) were most likely to have chosen an incorrect
deseription for radon when asked in 201 5.




RADON Outreach and Engagement 2016 -17 Highlights

A Radon Action Challenge i expanding across Canada - Encourages
workplaces to demonstrate commitment to employee health by promoting radon
testing and raising awareness among employees.

A 73 workplaces registered - 50 communities across 6 provinces - sectors

RADON include engineering, construction, real estate, auto manufacturing,
ﬁ(qTiQN childcare and education, medical, research/academia and legal.

CHALLENGE e —

Radon: What you can do

Reduce therisk of the #1 cause er in non-smokers

A Pilot to engage child care associations on radon

policy action with Cdn Child Care Federation and CPCHE
A Development and distribution of a briefing note on policies
measures
A Engagement with BC childcare associations to develop an
approach to radon policy action

Radon Awareness and Energy Efficiency Pilot Program
A 300 conversations about radon, 170 long-term radon test
. . kits set-up, over 1,500 handouts disbursed

A 9 utility contacts engaged i to determine opportunities and
barriers for including radon information in EE programs
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2016-17 Regional Highlights

QC ON

A Radon featured twice onTV.show A Partnerships and outreach activities with
Entrée Principale i show hosts: tested = municipalities and PHUs i Guelph, York,
their homes and one mitigated London, Windsor -Essex

A Development of an exposition on A - Participation in Ontario Public Health
environmental health, including Convention . with PHO and 3 PHUs
radon, at the Biosphere Museum A “Presentation to-120 Public Health
Montreal Inspectors at Ryerson U through invitation

A TV and radio special during RAM from MOHLTC
with MeteoMedia T great exposure A Article in the Ontario Respiratory Care

AB and the North Society journal

A MoA with Yukon Govt for radon MB & SK

awareness & testing 1 led to the A Growth of the Take ~Action on Radon
Department of Health & Social Services Saskatchewan Coalitionled to

wanting to develop a YK radon program significant increase in radon awareness
A Successful outreach collaborations A Cypress Health Region i :Radon

with Dr. Goodarzi of U of Calgary. outreach and testing program = T 45% of
A Lots of media about radon in YK and homes with high radon

AB. YK Auditor General report ,1in 8 A well water testing pilot project on 100
Calgary homes have high radon public housing units with the Manitoba

Housing Authority



2015-16 Regional Highlights

ATL

BC

A Engagement with academia for
inclusion of radon in teaching
curriculum: Building Sciences,
Environmental Health and OHS.

A

Radon Exposure in NS Workshop: with St.
Mary's University, NS Lung, NS Realtor
Association, NS . Govt, C-NRPP and CAREX
I Well attended by the public - report was
published by CAREX

BC Institute of Technology, A Bilingual education sessions in Bathurst,
Okanagan College and Simon NB. Year 2 of the radon testing pilot i
Fraser University. partnership with NB Lung and Bathurst
A~ In partnership with key municipality.
Stakeholders hosted the 5th A NS Lung launched second year of free
Annual BC Radon Workshop radon test kit distribution. 400 kits given
away, significant media coverage
CHALLENGES
A "Converting awareness to behaviour change i increasing testing and
mitigation rates and influencing radon related policies and regulation changes
A PT engagement and radon committee / working group that includes govt, as

well as NGO and industry

A Lack of financial support for mitigation - There are important segments of
the population (low income, young professionals and families) who are not

taking action simply due to cost.



Radon Action Month 2016

National Media Launch - Test i Reduce T Breathe Easy .

A Held at Ontario Science Centre with Chief Public
Health Officer of Canada and Mike Holmes Jnr.

A Attendees included the Lung Association, C-NRPP,
the Radon Safety Institute of Canada, the Canadian
Partnership for Children
(CPCHE), Pollution Probe, the Canadian
Environmental Law Association (CELA), Health
Canada, the Government of Ontario

A National television and online ads on CBC and Radio-Canada Network in
November, December 2016 and January 2017

A TV spots reached 1,919,800 Canadians on the CBC News Network and

852,000 Canadians on ICI RDI. F | [ oo
A Hosted a Facebook Live event with Mike “ﬁf*igfﬁ;zﬁm B ey
Holmes Jr and Marcel Brascoupe -
Aviewed by 12,888 people, was shared 110 v =

times and had 250 engagements and over
100 guestions and comments.
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*NEW* Radon testing and mitigation Testimonials from homeowners in

each province- Radon Action Championso were f
and December. Their photos and stories were shared via Instagram and Facebook
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