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2012 BC Building Code



2012 BC Building Code

Intent:
To limit the probability that the 
remediationof high indoor radon 
concentration is unnecessarily 
difficult and costlyafter the 
construction of the building is 
complete, which could lead to 
negative effects on the air quality of 
indoor spaces, which could lead to 
harm to persons.



BC Building Code 

Variation:

‘Radon Area 1 & 2’ 

in climate tables in 

Building Code



1. Radon Area 1 and 2 –air barrier 
below floor slab

2. Radon Area 1 –rough-in

a. Capped pipe

b. “Radon” label

c. 100mm of ‘granular material’

d. No testing required

e. Performance language option



Issues:

ÅRadon Area 1 and 2 unclear

ÅHigh cost of ‘granular material’

ÅPerformance language contradicted 
by other Code requirements (9.16.)

ÅPost construction system 
installation is cost prohibitive

ÅPoor installation may create a 
hazard
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Code change consultation:

ÅBC Lung and Ministry of Health

ÅCanadian Codes Center

ÅIndustry 

ÅLocal governments
2013/2014



Code change consultation:

ÅClear objectives

ÅOpen discussions to improve 
outcomes of existing objectives

ÅLarger public health issue

ÅTechnical and policy implications

2013/2014



New requirements:

Effective

Dec 19th 2014



New requirements:

ÅFocus on sub slab 
depressurization

ÅExtend radon pipe 
to exterior at time 
of construction
ïSome passive 

benefits possible

ÅLabel pipe every 
1.2M to prevent 
misuse



New requirements:

Å Improved clarity of 
requirements
ï“radon vent pipe”

ÅSupport for 
performance 
options

Å Internal Code 
conflict resolved

ÅFan-ready



New requirements:

ÅLimited to ‘rough-
in’ –does not 
include 
requirements for 
active mitigation

ÅTesting is not a 
Building Code 
requirement

ÅMaintains Area 1 
and Area 2 



New requirements:

ÅSupporting bulletin

ÅAssumptions confirmed 
by BC Lung study in 
Prince George and 
Castlegar

ÅProposed change to 
National Building Code
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